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Dr JancarlosRomero
3419SomersetDrive
NewOrleans La 70131

Re BoardDocketNo 2021 029

DearDr Romero

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsApril9 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionregarding1 whethertheCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code wouldprohibit
you anewly elected OrleansParishSchoolBoardmember fromcontinuingyouremployment
withtheEinsteinGroup Inc and2 whethertheCode wouldprohibityour business Romero
EducationStrategies LLC fromconsultingwithschoolsinthedistrict

FACTSPROVIDED

YouwereelectedtotheOrleansParishSchoolBoardinDecember5 2020 Youarecurrently
employedwithEinsteinGroup Inc anonprofitthatrunsfourcharterschoolsinNewOrleans
SherwoodForestElementarySchool VillagedelEstElementarySchool EinsteinMiddleSchool
andSarahT ReedHighSchool YouserveastheleaddevelopmentcoachwithintheEinstein
network YoustatedthatifanissuewithanyEinsteinSchoolwastoappearontheSchoolBoard
agendayouwouldrecuseyourself ThefourEinsteinCharterSchoolsareunderthesupervision
andjurisdictionoftheOrleansParishSchoolBoard

LAW

La RS 421111C2 d providesforpaymentsfromnonpublicsourcesasfollows

C 2 Nopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthepublicservantexercises
controlorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shallreceiveanything
ofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortoberendered
toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare

d Neitherperformedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonfromwhomsuch
publicservantwouldbeprohibitedbyRS 421115A 1 or B from
receivingagift

4 NotwithstandingtheprovisionsofSubparagraph 2 d ofthisSubsection an
electedofficialshallnotbeprohibitedforaperiodofnotmorethanninetydays
followingthefirstdayofhisinitialtermofofficefromreceivingcompensation



fromapersonfromwhomhewouldbeprohibitedbyRS 421115A 1 from
receivingagiftforthecompletionwhileinofficeofanycontractorsubcontract
whichwasenteredintopriortohisinitialelectiontooffice providedthatsuch
contractorsubcontractiswrittenandincludesestablishedtermsforcompensation
andcompletionandthatsuchcontractorsubcontractshallnotberenewedafterhis
initialelection Withinthirtydaysoftakingoffice theelectedofficialshallfilea
writtennoticeofsuchcontractorsubcontractwithhisgovernmentalentityandthe
BoardofEthics settingforththenatureofthecontractorsubcontract the
establishedcompletiondate andtheestablishedcompensationtherefor

La RS 421113AProvidesasfollows

A1 a Nopublicservantoramemberofsuchpublicservantsimmediatefamilyoralegalentity
inwhichhehascontrollinginterestshallbidonorenterintoanycontract subcontractorother
transactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofthepublicservantsagency

La RS 4211028 defines controllinginterest tomeananyownershipinanylegalentityor
beneficialinterestinatrust heldbyoronbehalfofanindividualoramemberofhisimmediate
family eitherindividuallyorcollectively whichexceedstwenty fivepercentofthatlegalentity

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou inresponsetoyourfirstquestion your
continuedemployment contractwiththeEinsteinGroupwillviolateSection1111C2 d ofthe
Code Further inresponsetoquestiontwo Section 1113AoftheCodeprohibits Romero
EducationStrategies alegalentityinwhichyouhavecontrollinginterest fromenteringintoany
consultingagreementswiththeschoolswithintheOrleansParishSchoolBoardDistrictwhileyou
serveasamemberoftheOrleansParishSchoolBoard

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoardissuesno
opinionastopastconductorlawsotherthanCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhaveany
questions pleasecontactmeat 225 2195600or 800 8426630

Sincerely
LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

SuzanneQuinlanMooney
FortheBoard


